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(2000) and stated that the obstruction could be relieved 
easily if the obstruction is in the cervical region. Sreenu 
and Sureshkumar (2001) also reported successful surgical 
management of esophageal obstruction by tarpaulin cloth 
in a buffalo calf which corresponded with the present case 

of oesophageal obstruction. Ruben (1997) reported the risk 
of post-operative complications associated with an 
esophagotomy like incisional dehiscence and fistula 
formation which were not observed in our clinical 
situation.

Fig. 1. (A) Animal showing sign of discomfort with extended neck and (B) Solid round movable mass at mid cervical oesophageal region

Fig. 2. (A) Longitudinal incision on oesophageal wall, (B) Retrieved foreign body, (C) Oesophageal mucous membrane and (D) Closure of mucosal 
layer using absorbable suture material

Fig. 3. (A) Skin suture and (B) Post-operative antiseptic dressing
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SUMMARY

 The present communication reports a clinical case of emergency oesophagotomy for cervical oesophageal obstruction caused due to fresh 
guava under sedation and local analgesia with successful clinical outcome in a four years old non-descript free ranging cow. 
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 Oesophageal obstruction or choke is considered as 
one of the most important disorder or disease of cattle and 
horses (Haven, 1990) and is attributable to their feeding 
habits (Harikrishna et al., 2011). There are several causes 
of obstruction and most common cause includes foreign 
bodies (Patel and Brace, 1995). The affected animal appears 
to be anxious, extends its head and neck, and shows excessive 
drooling of saliva associated with variable degrees of bloat 
and forceful attempts to swallow the obstructing object 
may be observed (Haven, 1990). Esophageal obstruction is 
usually located at the cervical esophagus, at the thoracic 
inlet or at the base of the heart. External palpation may be 
used to confirm those located in the cervical esophagus 
(Haven, 1990). In cattle, acute and complete oesophageal 
obstruction is always an emergency because it prohibits 
the eructation of ruminal gases, and long standing cases of 
bloat can be life threatening (Prakash et al., 2014), due to 
increase in the intra-abdominal pressure. The present 
communication reports a case of cervical oesophageal 
obstruction due to fresh guava and its surgical management 
in a cow.

 A four years old non-descript free ranging cow of 
approximately 300 kg was presented to Department of 
Veterinary Surgery & Radiology, C.V.Sc & A.H., R.K. 
Nagar, West Tripura with history of drooling salivation, 
respiratory distress, dysphagia along with slight abdominal 
distention for the past one day. On clinical examination, 
the animal looked anxious with extended neck [Fig. 1(A)]. 
A prominent swelling was noticed at the mid cervical 
oesophageal region and manual palpation revealed a solid 
round movable mass obstructing oesophagus at mid 
cervical region [Fig. 1(B)]. An attempt was made to remove 
the foreign body manually with unfruitful outcome. Hence, 
surgical intervention was decided for emergency 
oesophagotomy.
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 Preoperatively, the animal was rehydrated with 5% 
DNS to maintain fluid and electrolyte balance. Xylazine 
(@ 0.1mg/Kg BW, IM), was administered for mild 
sedation and the animal was restrained in right lateral 
recumbent position. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically as per standard protocol and local analgesia 
was achieved by infiltrating 2% Lignocaine HCl. 
Approximately 8 cm skin incision was made over the 
swelling on the left side of the neck along the dorsal aspect 
of the jugular furrow. The muscles were separated by blunt 
dissection and oesophagus was exposed between the 
sterno-cephalicus muscle and trachea. The site of 
obstruction was identified and 5 cm longitudinal incision 
was made through the lateral wall of the esophagus [Fig. 2 
(A)], and the foreign body (raw guava) was retrieved 
carefully by gentle squeezing [Fig. 2(B)]. Since the 
oesophageal mucous membrane appeared healthy [Fig. 
2(C)], the mucosal layer was sutured with simple 
interrupted sutures using absorbable suture material (Vicryl 
No. 1-0) [Fig. 2(D)]. The submucosa and muscularis were 
closed in one layer using a simple continuous suture 
pattern using Vicryl No. 1 followed by muscle and skin 
closure in routine manner [Fig. 3(A)]. Postoperative 
treatment included broad spectrum antibiotics (Inj. Intacef 
3 gm, IM) and anti-inflammatory (Inj. Melonex 15ml, IM) 
for 5 days and 3 days, respectively, along with fluid therapy 
and local dressing using betadine and fly repellant 
application twice daily [Fig. 3(B)]. Skin sutures were 

thremoved on the 14  day of postoperatively and the animal 
made an uneventful recovery.

 Hofmeyr (1974) reported that 80% of oesophageal 
obstruction occurs in the cervical region in cattle. The 
prognosis is considered good if treated within 24 to 36 hr 
from the onset of clinical signs (Ravikumar et al., 2003). 
Oesophageal obstruction due to a mango and its surgical 
management in a heifer was reported by Veena et al., 
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.

Keywords: Dog, Perianal adenoma, Surgical management
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.

Keywords: Buccal glands, Labial glands, Lingual glands, Palatine glands, Pig

Haryana Vet. (March, 2024) 63(SI), 113-117

*Corresponding author: sudansimran321@gmail.com

MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF MINOR SALIVARY GLANDS OF PIG: GROSS 
ANATOMICAL STUDIES

1PRATEEK RAO, SIMRAN KAUR * and AMANDEEP SINGH
1Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Department of Animal Genetics & Breeding, 

College of Veterinary Sciences, Lala Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hisar-125 004, Haryana, India

Received: 04.08.2023; Accepted: 04.05.2024

How to cite: Rao, P., Kaur, S. and Singh, A. (2024). Morphological analysis of minor salivary glands of pig: Gross anatomical studies. 
Haryana Vet. 63(SI): 113-117.

Research Article

HV-215-23-finalized for press as RA

107106

Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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(2000) and stated that the obstruction could be relieved 
easily if the obstruction is in the cervical region. Sreenu 
and Sureshkumar (2001) also reported successful surgical 
management of esophageal obstruction by tarpaulin cloth 
in a buffalo calf which corresponded with the present case 

of oesophageal obstruction. Ruben (1997) reported the risk 
of post-operative complications associated with an 
esophagotomy like incisional dehiscence and fistula 
formation which were not observed in our clinical 
situation.

Fig. 1. (A) Animal showing sign of discomfort with extended neck and (B) Solid round movable mass at mid cervical oesophageal region

Fig. 2. (A) Longitudinal incision on oesophageal wall, (B) Retrieved foreign body, (C) Oesophageal mucous membrane and (D) Closure of mucosal 
layer using absorbable suture material

Fig. 3. (A) Skin suture and (B) Post-operative antiseptic dressing
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SUMMARY

 The present communication reports a clinical case of emergency oesophagotomy for cervical oesophageal obstruction caused due to fresh 
guava under sedation and local analgesia with successful clinical outcome in a four years old non-descript free ranging cow. 
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 Oesophageal obstruction or choke is considered as 
one of the most important disorder or disease of cattle and 
horses (Haven, 1990) and is attributable to their feeding 
habits (Harikrishna et al., 2011). There are several causes 
of obstruction and most common cause includes foreign 
bodies (Patel and Brace, 1995). The affected animal appears 
to be anxious, extends its head and neck, and shows excessive 
drooling of saliva associated with variable degrees of bloat 
and forceful attempts to swallow the obstructing object 
may be observed (Haven, 1990). Esophageal obstruction is 
usually located at the cervical esophagus, at the thoracic 
inlet or at the base of the heart. External palpation may be 
used to confirm those located in the cervical esophagus 
(Haven, 1990). In cattle, acute and complete oesophageal 
obstruction is always an emergency because it prohibits 
the eructation of ruminal gases, and long standing cases of 
bloat can be life threatening (Prakash et al., 2014), due to 
increase in the intra-abdominal pressure. The present 
communication reports a case of cervical oesophageal 
obstruction due to fresh guava and its surgical management 
in a cow.

 A four years old non-descript free ranging cow of 
approximately 300 kg was presented to Department of 
Veterinary Surgery & Radiology, C.V.Sc & A.H., R.K. 
Nagar, West Tripura with history of drooling salivation, 
respiratory distress, dysphagia along with slight abdominal 
distention for the past one day. On clinical examination, 
the animal looked anxious with extended neck [Fig. 1(A)]. 
A prominent swelling was noticed at the mid cervical 
oesophageal region and manual palpation revealed a solid 
round movable mass obstructing oesophagus at mid 
cervical region [Fig. 1(B)]. An attempt was made to remove 
the foreign body manually with unfruitful outcome. Hence, 
surgical intervention was decided for emergency 
oesophagotomy.
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 Preoperatively, the animal was rehydrated with 5% 
DNS to maintain fluid and electrolyte balance. Xylazine 
(@ 0.1mg/Kg BW, IM), was administered for mild 
sedation and the animal was restrained in right lateral 
recumbent position. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically as per standard protocol and local analgesia 
was achieved by infiltrating 2% Lignocaine HCl. 
Approximately 8 cm skin incision was made over the 
swelling on the left side of the neck along the dorsal aspect 
of the jugular furrow. The muscles were separated by blunt 
dissection and oesophagus was exposed between the 
sterno-cephalicus muscle and trachea. The site of 
obstruction was identified and 5 cm longitudinal incision 
was made through the lateral wall of the esophagus [Fig. 2 
(A)], and the foreign body (raw guava) was retrieved 
carefully by gentle squeezing [Fig. 2(B)]. Since the 
oesophageal mucous membrane appeared healthy [Fig. 
2(C)], the mucosal layer was sutured with simple 
interrupted sutures using absorbable suture material (Vicryl 
No. 1-0) [Fig. 2(D)]. The submucosa and muscularis were 
closed in one layer using a simple continuous suture 
pattern using Vicryl No. 1 followed by muscle and skin 
closure in routine manner [Fig. 3(A)]. Postoperative 
treatment included broad spectrum antibiotics (Inj. Intacef 
3 gm, IM) and anti-inflammatory (Inj. Melonex 15ml, IM) 
for 5 days and 3 days, respectively, along with fluid therapy 
and local dressing using betadine and fly repellant 
application twice daily [Fig. 3(B)]. Skin sutures were 

thremoved on the 14  day of postoperatively and the animal 
made an uneventful recovery.

 Hofmeyr (1974) reported that 80% of oesophageal 
obstruction occurs in the cervical region in cattle. The 
prognosis is considered good if treated within 24 to 36 hr 
from the onset of clinical signs (Ravikumar et al., 2003). 
Oesophageal obstruction due to a mango and its surgical 
management in a heifer was reported by Veena et al., 
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.

Keywords: Dog, Perianal adenoma, Surgical management
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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 Ocular setariasis in horses is caused by Setaria 
digitata (Gangwar et al., 2008). Eye worm movement in 
anterior chamber may lead to varying degree of corneal 
opacity and most of the affected animals are presented with 
clinical signs like lacrimation, photophobia, corneal 
opacity, conjunctivitis and loss of vision (Rafee and 
Amarpal, 2016). Corneal opacity is a clinical manifestation 
associated with several parasitic and infectious diseases in 
cattle and buffalo. It is seen associated with parasitic 
diseases due to Setaria digitata, Thelazia sp., Theileria 
annulata, Trypanosoma evansi and Plasmodium bubalis 
(Mohan et al., 2009; Balam Deepthi and Yalavarthi, 2012; 
Randhawa et al., 2014; Sivajothi and Reddy, 2016; Joshi et 
al., 2017). Corneal opacity develops as a result of stromal 
inflammation, tissue fibrosis, corneal epithelial thickening 
and vascularization (Morales et al., 2018). Occurrence of 
both unilateral and bilateral ocular setarisis is available in 
literature (Tuntivanich et al., 2011). Microfilariosis was 
found to be associated with gradual deterioration in the 
body condition of the animals. Jayalakshmi et al. (2017) 
reported a prevalence of 2.72% in bovines, while in buffalo 
it was recorded as 2.97% and 2.45% in cattle. The higher 
prevalence of microfilariosis in buffaloes can be due to 
their habitat (swampy areas) which provides a suitable 
environment for vector population. Highest prevalence 
was observed in monsoon season, followed by summer, 
and least in the winter season (Samatha et al., 2016). The 
higher prevalence of microfilariosis in lactating animals is 
attributed to the prolactin hormone producing immuno-
suppression along with the lactation stress (Jayalakshmi et 
al., 2017). Needle paracentesis (Tuntivanich et al., 2011) 
and incision at 12 O’clock position (Buchoo et al., 2005) 
and 10-2 O’clock position (Chaithra et al., 2024) surgical 

methods are usually practiced under general anesthesia or 
under regional nerve blocks in horses. The present report 
describes the successful surgical the management of 
ocular setariasis in a buffalo presented with varying 
degrees of corneal opacity and vision impairment.

CASE HISTORY AND SURGICAL TREATMENT

 An adult buffalo was presented to the institute 
polyclinic with ocular setarisis having corneal opacity, 
photophobia, lacrimation and blepharospasm from past 
two months. Retro-illumination was done to detect the 
presence of worm in the anterior chamber (Fig. 1A). Corneal 
opacity observed and graded as moderate (cloudiness with 
visible worm). Topically flurbiprofen (0.3%) and 
tobramycin eye drops were instilled in eyes along with 
systemic administration of Inj. Meloxicam (@ 0.25 mg/kg 
b.wt IV) before surgery. Animal was fasted for 24 hrs and 
water was withheld for 12 hrs before surgery. Sedation was 
achieved by administration of Inj. Xylazine (0.1mg/kg 
b.wt IM) (Sahoo et al., 2023). Retrobulbar nerve block with 
2% lignocaine was performed as per the methods described 
by Lumb and Jones (2001). Topical proparacaine eye drops 
were also administered to desensitize cornea.

 A corneal incision with 2.8 mm keratome slit blades 
near limbus was made at 10-2 O’clock position according 
to the method described by Chaithra et al. (2024) (Fig. 1B). 
Parasite was removed with curved colibri forceps (Fig. 1C-
F). The incision site was hydrated with sterile normal 
saline and left without any suturing. Topical application of 
Tobramycin, Flurbiprofen and Carboxy methyl cellulose 
eye drops thrice daily for two weeks was advised. Bolus 
Ivermectin (one gram) orally once was also given. 
Intramuscular antibiotic and analgesic was given for 6 days 
post-operatively.

SUMMARY

 The present report deals with the successful surgical retrieval of eye worm from the anterior chamber of the buffalo. Animal was presented 
with lacrimation, photophobia and varying degree of corneal opacity. On ophthalmic examination, worm appeared like moving white thread in the 
anterior chamber of the eye. Animal was restrained in standing position with xylazine sedation. Regional nerve blocks, auriculopalpebral and 
retrobulbar nerve blocks were given to minimize eye lid and eye ball movements and a 2-3 mm clear corneal incision near limbus at 10-2 O’ clock 
position of eyeball was given to retrieve worm. With single incision worm was successfully removed from the anterior chamber with the help of 
forceps. Ivermectin bolus was given orally along with analgesic, antibiotics eye drops, intramuscular antibiotics and anti-inflammatory injections 
postoperatively. Vision was restored and corneal opacity subsided after 20 days post-surgery.

Keywords: Ocular Setariasis, Eye worm, Buffalo, Corneal opacity, Surgical retrieval
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).

REFERENCES

Bray, J. (2011). Tumours of the Perianal Region. Dobson, J.M., 

A

A C

B

B

151

Lascelles, B.D.X., Eds.; BSAVA Manual of Canine and Feline 
Oncology: Birmingham, UK. pp. 223-228.

Brodzki, A., £opuszyñski, W., Millan, Y., Tatara, M.R., Brodzki, P., Kulpa, 
K. and Minakow, N. (2021). Androgen and estrogen receptor 
expression in different types of perianal gland tumors in male 
dogs. Animals. 11: 875.

Hayes, H.M. and Wilson, G.P. (2008). Hormone-dependent neoplasms 
of the canine perianal gland. Cancer Res. 37: 2068-2071.

Jakab, C., Rusvai, M., Szabo, Z., Szabara, A. and Kulka, J. (2009). 
Expression of the claudin-4 molecule in benign and malignant 
canine hepatoid gland tumours. Acta. Vet. Hung. 57(4): 463-475.

Kirpensteijn, V. and Jolle, M. (2006). Treatment of perianal and anal sac 
tumors. Proceed. North Amer. Vet. Conf. pp. 03-27.

Liska, W.D and Withrow, S.J. (1978). Cryosurgical treatment of perianal 
gland adenomas in the dog. J. Am. Anim. Hosp. Assoc. 14: 457-
463.

stMorris, J. and Dobson (2001). Small Animal Oncology. (1  Edn.), UK: 
Blackwell Science. pp. 135-137.

Petterino, C., Martini, M and Castagnaro, M. (2004). Immunohistochemical 
detection of growth hormone (GH) in canine hepatoid gland 
tumors. J. Vet. Med. Sci. 66: 569-72.

Pisani, G., Millanta, F., Lorenzi, D., Vannozzi, I and Poli, A. (2006). 
Androgen receptor expression in normal, hyperplastic and 
neoplastic hepatoid glands in the dog. Res. Vet. Sci. 81: 231-36.

Goldschmidt, M.H. and Shofer, F.S. (2004). Skin tumors of the dog and 
cat. Oxford: Butterworth, Heinemann. pp. 1-103.

Shelley, B.A. (2002). Use of the carbon dioxide laser for perianal anal 
and rectal surgery. Vet. Clin. North Am. Small Anim. Pract. 32: 
621-37.

Tozon, N., Kodre, V., Juntes, P., Sersa, G. and Cemazar, M. (2010). 
Electro-chemotherapy is highly effective for the treatment of 
canine perianal hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma. Acta. 
Veterinaria. 60(2-3): 285-302.

Turek, M.M and Withrow, S.J. (2007). Tumors of the gastrointestinal 
tract. H. Perianal tumors. In: Small Animal Clinical Oncology. 

th(4  Edn.), St. Louis, Mo: Saunders Elsevier. pp. 503-510.

105

 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.

Keywords: Buccal glands, Labial glands, Lingual glands, Palatine glands, Pig

Haryana Vet. (March, 2024) 63(SI), 113-117

*Corresponding author: sudansimran321@gmail.com

MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF MINOR SALIVARY GLANDS OF PIG: GROSS 
ANATOMICAL STUDIES

1PRATEEK RAO, SIMRAN KAUR * and AMANDEEP SINGH
1Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Department of Animal Genetics & Breeding, 

College of Veterinary Sciences, Lala Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hisar-125 004, Haryana, India

Received: 04.08.2023; Accepted: 04.05.2024

How to cite: Rao, P., Kaur, S. and Singh, A. (2024). Morphological analysis of minor salivary glands of pig: Gross anatomical studies. 
Haryana Vet. 63(SI): 113-117.

Research Article

HV-215-23-finalized for press as RA

107106

Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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