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 It was explained and quoted by Mahida et al. (2018) 
that dairying in India has been a prominent supplementary 
enterprise and a regular source of income for farmers. 
Buffaloes are vital to the livelihood of millions of small 
and marginal farmers in the nation. They contribute 76.19 
million tonnes of milk (or 49% of the total milk produced) 
and 1.61 million tonnes of meat (or 23%) to Indian cuisine 
each year (DAHDF, 2016). Buffalo has so crucial in Indian 
dairy farming. India remained the world’s largest milk 
producer, with anticipated milk output of 187.7 million 
tonnes, up almost 6% from the previous year (FICCI, 
2020). However, because of low fertility, the productivity 
per animal is still lower than that of the majority of the 
world’s top producing nations. In Rajasthan’s arid region, 
livestock is the main source of revenue. However, the low 
reproductive and productive performance of dairy animals 
primarily buffaloes due to issues such anoestrous 
behaviour, recurrent breeding, silent heat, low conception 
rate, etc. increases the cost of production. Because the 
performance of animal reproductive and production is 
primarily impacted by the supplementation of mineral 
mixtures, maintaining the proper balance of nutrients is 
essential for keeping animals in good physical condition 
and at their maximum output potential. The immune 

system, metabolism, reproduction, and lactation are all 
maintained by the minerals, which are essential for 
fertility. Gouda et al. (2017) found a direct or indirect 
relationship between minerals and the reproductive and 
productive health of animals. Gupta et al. (2005) 
discovered that mineral imbalances and deficiencies 
during the periparturient phase led to metabolic disorders. 
Either macro or micro nutritional factors may interfere 
with the successful establishment of pregnancy (Boland, 
2003).  The reproductive tract of a freshly calved, lactating 
dairy cow is less able to support early embryo development 
than that of a heifer according to the Rizos et al. (2010), 
this finding may account for the lower conception rates. 
According to Beevar’s 2006 report, oestrus in ruminants is 
a physiological reproductive process that uses 
micronutrients, minerals, and vitamins to synthesize 
hormones and other biomolecules. In an integrated way, 
minerals play a significant part in how hormones and 
enzymes function at the cellular level (Virmani et al., 
2011). The most significant extra factors that impact the 
hormonal balance and cellular enzymes during an animal’s 
reproductive and productive cycles are minerals, 
specifically calcium, phosphorus, copper, zinc, cobalt, and 
magnesium. The lower content and low bioavailability of 
some essential macro and micro minerals in various 

SUMMARY

 Two field-level studies were carried out in 2018-19 and 2019-20 to evaluate the impact of ASMM on buffalo reproduction and productivity. In 
a single trial, forty buffaloes in the late gestational phase were chosen, and these animals were split into two groups, each with twenty buffaloes. The 
second group (Treatment) received 50 gm ASMM/animal/day of supplementation for a month, while the first group (Control or Farmer Practice) 
received no supplements at all. During the two trials, the control and treatment groups’ milk yield and reproduction-related parameters namely, the 
number of days until the first post-partum oestrus, the service per conception, the service period, and the conception rate were compared. The average 
daily milk yield, conception rate, and service per conception did not differ significantly between the groups during the first trial (2018-19), but the 

first days taken to the first post-partum oestrus and the service period were significantly (P  0.05) lower in the group that received mineral 

supplements than in the control group. In contrast, the group that received mineral supplements during the second trial (2019-20) had a significantly 

(P  0.05) higher milk yield and a significantly (P  0.05) shorter service period and first post-partum estrus than the control group. For both 

conception rate and service per conception in the second trial, there was no statistically significant. Upon combining all the data from the two distinct 
trails, it was discovered that the buffaloes in the mineral supplemented group had considerably better reproductive and productive outcomes. Based 
on the current field study, it was determined that adding ASMM to buffalo diets enhanced the animals’ ability to reproduce and produce.

Keywords: Buffaloes, Milk Production, ASMM, Reproduction, Arid Zone
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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locally available feedstuffs have been reported by many 
workers as problems and economic setbacks to the dairy 
industry due to mineral deficiencies and metabolic 
diseases in livestock. The only practical solution to these 
problems is the supplementation of area-specific mineral 
mixtures, a practice that is not followed in most of 
Rajasthan’s arid zone. A primary deficiency in trace 
minerals may arise from the body consuming insufficient 
amounts of minerals, whereas a secondary deficiency may 
arise from other dietary factors interfering with the body’s 
absorption and metabolism (Verma et al., 2017). 
Supplementing cattle (Mohapatra et al., 2012; Puvarajan 
and Vijayarajan, 2013) and buffalo (Singh et al., 2014) 
with an area-specific mineral mixture containing Ca, P, Cu, 
Zn, and Mn resulted in increased expression of oestrus 
symptoms and increased conception rate. But these kinds 
of studies are mainly lacking in Rajasthan’s arid zone, 
particularly with regard to the buffaloes. Therefore, 
assessing the impact of ASMM on buffaloes’ reproductive 
and production capabilities was the goal of this study.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The current experimental study was carried out in 
Rajasthan, India’s Sri Ganganagar district. Forty late 
gestation Murrah buffaloes were identified in each trial by 
villages from the Padampur block. The animals were 
between the third and fourth lactation, roughly. They were 
kept in clean, well-ventilated sheds with the appropriate 
hygiene. Total mixed ration (TMR) was prepared and fed 
to the animals in four equal portions in the morning, noon, 
evening and night-time through prompt bunk management. 
Water was available to all animals at will during the 
experiment. Every buffalo animal was split up into two 
groups, each consisting of twenty buffalo. To the treatment 
group (T), 50 gm of ASMM/animal/day a supplement 
especially created for Rajasthan’s arid zone was added.

Table 1. Composition of Area Specific Mineral Mixture 
(Arid Zone)

Sr. No. Items Quantity (%)

1. Calcium 22.50

2. Phosphorous 14.00

3. Sulphur 3.45

4. Copper 0.05

5. Zinc 0.60

6. Cobalt 0.013

7. Iodine 0.026

8. Florine 0.078

9. Acid insoluble ash (AIA) 2.50

 A mineral mixture specific to the area was added 
from the first day of their calving until the end of one 
month. For a month, milk yield data was gathered. The two 

groups’ buffalo animals’ reproductive characteristics were 
noted and observed. Using IBM® SPSS® statistical 
software packages version 22, the data on productive and 
reproductive performance was analyzed for statistical 
differences using analysis of variance (Snedecor and 
Cochran, 1994). The relationship between the control and 
treatment groups for the conception rate was investigated 
using the Chi-square test of independence.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Productive Performance

 In the first trial (2018-19), there was no significant 
difference in the average daily milk yield; however, in the 
second trial (2019-20), the daily milk yield of the mineral 
supplemented group was significantly higher than that of 

the control group (P  0.05). The group that received mineral 

supplements produced noticeably more milk than the 
control group when the data pertaining to milk yield from 
the two separate trials was combined. More milk yield was 
reported in the group receiving mineral supplementation 
by Gupta et al. (2017). According to Mushtaq et al. (2020), 
pre-partum micro-mineral supplementation significantly 
(P  0.05) increases milk yield while also reducing 
postpartum oxidative stress in dairy cows.

Reproductive Performance

 In the initial (2018-19) and subsequent (2019-20) 
trials, there was no discernible variation in the number of 
service hours per conception. However, the first post-
partum oestrous and service period days were significantly 

impacted (P0.05) and were found to be shorter in the mineral 

supplemented group than in the control group in both 
trials. To investigate the relationship between the control 
and treatment groups for the conception rate, the chi-
square test of independence was used. Throughout the 
trial, there were non-significant variations in the 
conception rates between the treatment and control groups. 
After combining all the data from the two distinct trails, the 
buffaloes’ reproductive performance was significantly 

(P0.05) better in the group that received mineral 

supplements. Supplementing with a mineral mixture 
specific to a given area improved buffalo reproduction and 
productivity. The current studies’ findings concur with 
those of Kumar et al. (2012), who claimed that 
supplementation enhances buffaloes’ ability to reproduce. 
Similar findings were reported by Peepar et al. (2022), 
who found that in post-partum anoestrus cattle, a 1% 
mineral mixture may induce 50% of oestrus and increase 
conception rates by up to 50%. Buffaloes’ reproductive 
efficiency was enhanced by ASMM supplementation, and 
70% of them exhibited normal cyclicity (Annual Reports, 
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DARE, 2008-2009).

CONCLUSION

 Days to first postpartum oestrus and service period 
days had a significant impact and were found to be 
significantly shorter in the mineral supplemented group 
compared to the control group in both trials. However, 
there was no significant difference observed for service per 
conception or conception rate. Therefore, it is possible to 
draw the conclusion from the current study that 
supplementing buffaloes with an area-specific mineral 
mixture at a rate of 50 g/animal/d improved their performance 
in terms of reproduction and production. Such studies are 
still urgently needed in Rajasthan’s arid zone, particularly 
with regard to buffaloes, as results are still inconsistent due 
to regional and area-specific variations.
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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locally available feedstuffs have been reported by many 
workers as problems and economic setbacks to the dairy 
industry due to mineral deficiencies and metabolic 
diseases in livestock. The only practical solution to these 
problems is the supplementation of area-specific mineral 
mixtures, a practice that is not followed in most of 
Rajasthan’s arid zone. A primary deficiency in trace 
minerals may arise from the body consuming insufficient 
amounts of minerals, whereas a secondary deficiency may 
arise from other dietary factors interfering with the body’s 
absorption and metabolism (Verma et al., 2017). 
Supplementing cattle (Mohapatra et al., 2012; Puvarajan 
and Vijayarajan, 2013) and buffalo (Singh et al., 2014) 
with an area-specific mineral mixture containing Ca, P, Cu, 
Zn, and Mn resulted in increased expression of oestrus 
symptoms and increased conception rate. But these kinds 
of studies are mainly lacking in Rajasthan’s arid zone, 
particularly with regard to the buffaloes. Therefore, 
assessing the impact of ASMM on buffaloes’ reproductive 
and production capabilities was the goal of this study.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The current experimental study was carried out in 
Rajasthan, India’s Sri Ganganagar district. Forty late 
gestation Murrah buffaloes were identified in each trial by 
villages from the Padampur block. The animals were 
between the third and fourth lactation, roughly. They were 
kept in clean, well-ventilated sheds with the appropriate 
hygiene. Total mixed ration (TMR) was prepared and fed 
to the animals in four equal portions in the morning, noon, 
evening and night-time through prompt bunk management. 
Water was available to all animals at will during the 
experiment. Every buffalo animal was split up into two 
groups, each consisting of twenty buffalo. To the treatment 
group (T), 50 gm of ASMM/animal/day a supplement 
especially created for Rajasthan’s arid zone was added.

Table 1. Composition of Area Specific Mineral Mixture 
(Arid Zone)

Sr. No. Items Quantity (%)

1. Calcium 22.50

2. Phosphorous 14.00

3. Sulphur 3.45

4. Copper 0.05

5. Zinc 0.60

6. Cobalt 0.013

7. Iodine 0.026

8. Florine 0.078

9. Acid insoluble ash (AIA) 2.50

 A mineral mixture specific to the area was added 
from the first day of their calving until the end of one 
month. For a month, milk yield data was gathered. The two 

groups’ buffalo animals’ reproductive characteristics were 
noted and observed. Using IBM® SPSS® statistical 
software packages version 22, the data on productive and 
reproductive performance was analyzed for statistical 
differences using analysis of variance (Snedecor and 
Cochran, 1994). The relationship between the control and 
treatment groups for the conception rate was investigated 
using the Chi-square test of independence.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Productive Performance

 In the first trial (2018-19), there was no significant 
difference in the average daily milk yield; however, in the 
second trial (2019-20), the daily milk yield of the mineral 
supplemented group was significantly higher than that of 

the control group (P  0.05). The group that received mineral 

supplements produced noticeably more milk than the 
control group when the data pertaining to milk yield from 
the two separate trials was combined. More milk yield was 
reported in the group receiving mineral supplementation 
by Gupta et al. (2017). According to Mushtaq et al. (2020), 
pre-partum micro-mineral supplementation significantly 
(P  0.05) increases milk yield while also reducing 
postpartum oxidative stress in dairy cows.

Reproductive Performance

 In the initial (2018-19) and subsequent (2019-20) 
trials, there was no discernible variation in the number of 
service hours per conception. However, the first post-
partum oestrous and service period days were significantly 

impacted (P0.05) and were found to be shorter in the mineral 

supplemented group than in the control group in both 
trials. To investigate the relationship between the control 
and treatment groups for the conception rate, the chi-
square test of independence was used. Throughout the 
trial, there were non-significant variations in the 
conception rates between the treatment and control groups. 
After combining all the data from the two distinct trails, the 
buffaloes’ reproductive performance was significantly 

(P0.05) better in the group that received mineral 

supplements. Supplementing with a mineral mixture 
specific to a given area improved buffalo reproduction and 
productivity. The current studies’ findings concur with 
those of Kumar et al. (2012), who claimed that 
supplementation enhances buffaloes’ ability to reproduce. 
Similar findings were reported by Peepar et al. (2022), 
who found that in post-partum anoestrus cattle, a 1% 
mineral mixture may induce 50% of oestrus and increase 
conception rates by up to 50%. Buffaloes’ reproductive 
efficiency was enhanced by ASMM supplementation, and 
70% of them exhibited normal cyclicity (Annual Reports, 
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DARE, 2008-2009).

CONCLUSION

 Days to first postpartum oestrus and service period 
days had a significant impact and were found to be 
significantly shorter in the mineral supplemented group 
compared to the control group in both trials. However, 
there was no significant difference observed for service per 
conception or conception rate. Therefore, it is possible to 
draw the conclusion from the current study that 
supplementing buffaloes with an area-specific mineral 
mixture at a rate of 50 g/animal/d improved their performance 
in terms of reproduction and production. Such studies are 
still urgently needed in Rajasthan’s arid zone, particularly 
with regard to buffaloes, as results are still inconsistent due 
to regional and area-specific variations.
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

th
cases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Feathers tone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.

Keywords: Buccal glands, Labial glands, Lingual glands, Palatine glands, Pig

Haryana Vet. (March, 2024) 63(SI), 113-117

*Corresponding author: sudansimran321@gmail.com

MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF MINOR SALIVARY GLANDS OF PIG: GROSS 
ANATOMICAL STUDIES

1PRATEEK RAO, SIMRAN KAUR * and AMANDEEP SINGH
1Department of Veterinary Anatomy, Department of Animal Genetics & Breeding, 

College of Veterinary Sciences, Lala Lajpat Rai University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Hisar-125 004, Haryana, India

Received: 04.08.2023; Accepted: 04.05.2024

How to cite: Rao, P., Kaur, S. and Singh, A. (2024). Morphological analysis of minor salivary glands of pig: Gross anatomical studies. 
Haryana Vet. 63(SI): 113-117.

Research Article

HV-215-23-finalized for press as RA

107106

Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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 This article earlier available at https://www.luvas.edu.in/haryana-veterinarian/download/ 

harvet2016-dec/1.pdf entitled “Occurrence of some organochlorine pesticide residues in poultry 

feed and meat” has been retracted by the authors because of some error made during the data 

analysis process of the experimental observations due to counting the number of samples showing 

the concentration of pesticide below its corresponding Limit of Detection. All authors take full 

responsibility for this mistake and sincerely apologize for any inconvenience it may cause.
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