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knowledge gaps as well as for ensuring better transmission 
of research station’s technologies towards its actual user.
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participants. Therefore, it is suggested that KVKs needs to 
supplement knowledge gaps identified by conducting 
need-based training programmes to increase the skills, 
knowledge and ability of arid zone farmers in various 
agricultural practices. Problem solving approach must be 
integral part of training programs and feedback 
mechanism must be incorporated to reduce such 

ABSTRACT

 Pet ownership is gaining popularity in India. Dogs and cats are the most important and common companions of humans. However, they harbor 
over 50-70 zoonotic pathogens and the risk of their transmission cannot be neglected. The current study aimed to explore the knowledge levels, risk 
factors, and practices associated with pet zoonoses among pet parents and veterinarians. A cross-sectional study was conducted on 200 pet parents 
and 100 veterinarians via a questionnaire that contained both open and close-ended questions about zoonoses, their risks and practices. These 
responses were analyzed based on their frequencies and percentages. The chi-square test and Fisher’s exact test were applied in order to assess the 
significant difference between selected variables. During this study, 136 pet parents and 68 veterinarians responded, and most pet parents (91.17%) 
and veterinarians (77.9%) were from an urban background. Dogs (70.58%) were more commonly owned compared to cats. The majority of pet 
parents (57.35%) didn’t know the exact meaning of zoonosis. A total of 58.82% of pet parents did not have any authentic sources of availing 
information regarding zoonotic diseases of pets. The results of this study concluded that there is an immediate need to increase awareness among pet 
owners about household risks and preventive practices associated with pet zoonoses.
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 There are 1415 species of infectious agents pathogenic 
to humans and 61% of pathogens can be transmitted 
between animals and humans (Taylor et al., 2001). An 
increasing number of pet animals in urban areas introduces 
a higher risk of zoonoses. Very few diseases like rabies, 
toxoplasmosis, and leptospirosis associated with dogs and 
cats are well-known. In actuality, pet animals are known to 
harbor around 70 zoonotic pathogens. Hence, risk factors 
associated with them need to be evaluated. Around 14-
62% of pet owners allow pet animals in their bedrooms 
which can increase the chances of zoonoses. Keeping 
exotic animals as pets also increases the risk of acquiring 
zoonoses (Rahman et al., 2020). Some diseases that can be 
associated with companion animals are brucellosis, 
chlamydiosis, leptospirosis, cat scratch disease, ehrlichiosis, 
Lyme disease, hantavirus, influenza, Q-fever, and rabies. 
Gastrointestinal protozoal infectious agents are also 
commonly found in pet animals (Day, 2016). Sharing our 
environment and time with pets gives psychological 
comfort but it enhances the risks of contracting zoonotic 
diseases. Some modes through which zoonotic diseases can 
be transmitted are skin, mucus membranes, bite injuries, 
scratches, ingestion of fecal matter, aerosols, droplets, 
vector bites, etc. Infants, children, geriatric people, and 
immunocompromised people are at a higher risk of 

contracting zoonotic diseases (Stull et al., 2013). People 
all over the world are fond of keeping birds, reptiles, and 
exotic animals apart from dogs and cats. In the context of 
one health, the role of veterinarians is pivotal in the 
surveillance, monitoring, and prevention of zoonoses 
associated with pet animals. A present cross-sectional 
study was conducted to assess the awareness of cat and dog 
zoonoses among pet parents and veterinarians.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 This study was conducted on pet parents and 
veterinarians from different states of India. There were no 
fixed criteria for the inclusion of the number of 
respondents per state. The pretested questionnaires were 
distributed via Google forms to 200 pet owners and 100 
veterinarians randomly. Their responses were divided into 
rural and urban categories. A cross-sectional study was 
conducted from July to September 2021 to assess the 
knowledge, risk factors, and practices related to zoonotic 
diseases of cats and dogs by pet owners and veterinarians. 
Two different questionnaires were originally prepared in 
English and were evaluated by experts from Veterinary 
Public Health, Veterinary Microbiology, and Veterinary 
Clinical Practices. These questionnaires contained both 
open and close-ended questions which were divided into 
various sections like demography, knowledge, risk factors, 
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 Table 7. Socio-economic attributes influences on knowledge 
(N: 240)

S. Variable Value of Correlation Pooled
No.
  Jaisalmer Pokaran Fatehgarh 

1 Age (X1 ) -0.058  -0.129 -0.138 -0.108

2 Education (X2 ) 0.091  -0.088 0.079 0.027

3 Family type (X3)   0.057 -0.162 -0.154 -0.086

4 Family size (X4 ) -0.131 0.073 -0.064 -0.041

5 Cosmo-politeness (X6 ) 0.029  0.061 0.049 0.046

6 Holding size (X9 ) 0.181 0.183* 0.191 0.186

7 Housing pattern (X8 ) 0.002 0.041 -0.019 0.008

8 Social participation(X5 ) -0.071 - -0.510** -0.061 -0.061

9 Occupation (X10 ) -0.062 0.058 -0.042 -0.015

7 Media exposure (X7 ) 0.121 -0.052 0.046 0.038

10 Annual income (X11 ) -0.090*  0.084 -0.068 0.008

11 Social aptitude (X12 ) -0.101 0.206** -0.109 -0.105

12 Scientific orientation (X14 ) -0.091 0.082* -0.071* -0.091

13 Economic aptitude(X13 ) -0.203 0.294** -0.121 -0.162
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

thcases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Featherstone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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and practices. The data were entered in Microsoft Excel 19 
for frequency and percentage analysis. The statistical 
analysis was done using SPSS software version 26. 
Pearson’s chi-square test and Fisher’s exact test were used 
to determine the significance between selected variables. A 
p-value <0.05 was considered to be statistically significant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Respondent characteristics: Out of 200 pet parents, 136 
responded, 78 (57.35%) respondents were females and 58 
(42.63%) were males. The mean age of respondents was 
32-54 years. The majority of respondents (91.7%) were 
from an urban background. A total of 54.41% of respondents 
were graduates and 38.97% were postgraduates. The 
majority of the respondents owned dogs (70.58%), and 
only 15.44% owned cats. The remaining respondents owned 
animals like squirrels, fish, birds, etc. Globally, dogs and 
cats are highly preferred companion animals and in the 
USA, the total population of owned dogs and cats is over 
78.2 million and 86.4 million (Sandhu and Singh, 2014). 
Hence, it is necessary that pet parents and other people 
should be made aware of the risks of zoonotic diseases 
associated with dogs and cats. In the present study, a 
significant statistical association was not observed 
between the type of pets owned and the age or gender of the 
respondents (P >0.05). Also, no significant difference was 
found between the type of pet owned in relation to 
educational qualification, settlement, or gender. Out of 100 
veterinarians, 68 responded and their mean age was 28.5 
years. Most of them were also from an urban background 
(77.94%). Around 60.29% of veterinarians were 
postgraduates and 39.7% were graduates. About 48.52% 
of veterinarians were small animal practitioners and 
30.88% of veterinarians practiced both with small and 
large animals. A significant difference was found between 

the gender and type of practice of veterinarians (P  0.001). 

There was also a significant difference between the 
settlement and type of practice (P = 0.032).

Knowledge levels of zoonoses: The knowledge levels of 
136 pet parents are represented in Table 1. It was revealed 
that there was no statistically significant difference in the 
responses of respondents on the basis of the type of pets 
they owned. However, it was observed that 57.35% of 
respondents were unaware of the fact that diseases 
transmitted from animals are called zoonotic diseases. 
Over 64.70% of respondents had never heard of the word 
zoonosis. Awareness about rabies as a zoonotic disease 
was found to be fairly good. About 107 (78.67%) 
respondents knew about the zoonotic impacts of rabies and 
77.20% of respondents could not name any other zoonotic 
diseases except rabies. Brookes et al. (2019) surveyed 

Table 1.  Knowledge level of pet parents (N=136)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Yes (%) No (%) Unaware (%)

1. Diseases from animals can be transmitted to humans or vice-
versa.

  102 (75%) 34 (25%) -

2. Diseases acquired from animals are called zoonotic diseases.
  55 (40.44%) 3 (2.20%) 78 (57.35%)

3. Have you ever heard of the word zoonosis?
  48 (35.29%) 88 (64.70%) -

4. About 60% human diseases are transmitted from animals.
  28 (20.58%) 19 (13.97%) 89 (65.44%)

5. Dogs and cats can transmit their pathogens to humans directly.
  59 (43.38%) 19 (13.97%) 58 (42.64%)

6. Indirect transmission of pathogens from pets to humans 
through parasites is possible.

  72 (52.94%) 9 (6.61%) 55 (40.44%)

7. Rabies is a zoonotic disease transmitted from dogs and cats.
  107(78.67%) 3(2.20%) 26 (19.11%)

8. Do you know of any zoonotic diseases other than rabies?
  31 (22.79%) 105 (77.20%) -

9. A veterinarian is consulted for the treatment of zoonotic diseases.
  108 (79.41%) 7 (5.14%) 21 (15.44%)*

10. Your pet is dewormed regularly against ecto-and endo-parasites.
  118 (86.76%) 18 (13.23%) -

11. Ticks, mites, fleas and lice may be present on the skin of your pets.
  88 (64.70%) 48 (35.29%) -

12. Some bacteria present in the nails of your pets can be zoonotic.
  40 (29.41%) 6 (4.41%) 90 (66.17%)

13. Feaces of dogs and cats can harbour various parasites potentially 
harmful to humans.

  83 (61.02%) 8 (5.88%) 45 (33.08%)

14. Have you or any of your family members been a victim of animal 
bite and scratches?

  90 (66.17%) 46 (33.82%) -

15. My veterinarian has informed me about the zoonotic diseases 
of pets.

  39 (28.67%) 97 (71.32%) -

16. Do you agree that knowledge of zoonoses is important and pet 
owners should be made aware of it?

  130 (95.58%) 6 (4.41%) -

* The response option was sometimes instead of unaware

Table 2. Awareness about risk factors associated with pet 
zoonoses in pet parents (N=136)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Agree (%) Disagree (%) Unaware (%)

1. Pet associated zoonotic diseases are mostly transferred through 
bite and scratches.

  90 (66.17%) 8 (5.88%) 38 (27.94%)

2. People may acquire pet associated zoonotic infections through 
direct contact of the skin or mucus membranes with animals.

  70 (51.47%) 16 (11.76%) 50 (36.76%)

3. Presence of parasites on pets can be potentially dangerous to 
them and humans.

  113 (83.08%) 3 (2.20%) 20 (14.70%)

4. Immunocompromised people and people who have undergone 
recent surgery should avoid contact with pets for certain period.

  78   (57.35%) 16 (11.76%) 42 (30.88%)

5. Aged people, children and immunocompromised people are at 
increased risk of zoonoses.

  64 (47.05%) 12 (8.82%) 60 (44.11%)

6. Lack of knowledge may pose a risk of acquiring zoonoses.
  114  (83.82%) 5 (3.67%) 17 (12.5%)

7. Sharing of same environment by human and pets may increase 
the risk of zoonotic diseases.

  46 (33.82%) 45 (33.08%) 45 (33.08%)

8. Licking, kissing and sleeping with pets may be potentially risky.
  51 (37.5%) 53 (38.97%) 32 (23.52%)

9. There is no need of regular vaccination and deworming of pets.
  6 (4.41%) 124 (91.17%) 6 (4.41%)

10. Contact with other animals like stray dogs/ cats can increase 
the risk of catching diseases including zoonoses.

  101 (74.26%) 10 (7.35%) 25 (18.38%)

11. Pet hygiene is very important.
  131 (96.32%) 1 (0.73%) 4 (2.94%)

12. One must prohibit pet access to kitchen and foods intended for 
human consumption.

  103 (75.73%) 30 (22.05%) 3 (2.20%)

13. One must keep dogs and cats indoors and prevent them from 
hunting, garbage eating, etc.

  90 (66.17%) 32 (23.52%) 14 (10.29%)

farmers in Punjab following a rabies outbreak regarding 
their sources of information. It was concluded that primary 
sources of rabies information were either friends or 
neighbors, or were not available. Altogether, 71.32% of 
respondents of the current study acknowledged that their 
veterinarian did not discuss with them about risks of 
zoonotic diseases associated with pets. In the study of Stull 
and colleagues (2013), 18.25% of respondents said that 
they receive their information from the internet which is 
close to 19.85% of respondents of our data. It is thus clear 
that veterinarians’ involvement in spreading awareness 
about zoonotic diseases of pets is limited and a proactive 
approach from veterinarians is expected. The knowledge 
level of veterinarians in terms of zoonoses was adequate.

Awareness of risk factors associated with pet zoonoses: 
The awareness of risk factors associated with pet zoonoses 
of pet parents and veterinarians was analyzed on the basis 
of frequency and percentage as well as on the basis of the 
chi-square test and fisher’s exact test. The results for the 
same are demonstrated in tables 2 and 3. Around 5.88% of 
respondents disagreed with the fact that diseases could be 
transferred through bites and scratches of animals. Further, 
27.94% of respondents accepted that they were unaware of 
the above fact. About 8.82% of respondents disagreed that 
children and immunocompromised people are at a higher 
risk of getting contracted zoonotic diseases and 44.11% of 
respondents answered that they are unaware. About 
38.97% of respondents disagreed that kissing pets can pose 
any danger and 23.52% of respondents were unaware. 
When these percentages are combined together, it can be 
realized that 62.49% of respondents are lacking 
information about the zoonotic disease risk factors. After a 
detailed analysis of the risk factors, it was established that 
there were no significant statistical differences observed in 
the awareness of pet parents based on the type of pet that 
they owned. However, it was observed that many pet 
parents were unaware of the risks that could entail with pet 
ownership. A study from Sydney, Australia observed that 
over 64.5% of people were not worried about contracting 
any diseases from their pet animals (Steele and Mor, 
2015). The present findings are important in the context of 
risk factors that aggravate the chances of acquiring 
infections from household pets as inadequate knowledge 
of risk factors was observed in pet parents. In a study 
performed among medical practitioners in Tanzania, it was 
concluded that the knowledge of zoonotic diseases of 
medical practitioners was also inadequate (John et al., 
2008). The majority of the veterinarians (86.76%) agreed 
that contact with animal saliva, urine, other body fluids, 
and inhalation of infectious aerosols or droplets can be 
very risky. Only 63.23% of veterinarians agreed that a lack 
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of dental hygiene of pets can lead to human diseases. There 
were no significant differences found between the responses 
of veterinarians based on the type of their practice.

Practices associated with pet zoonoses: It was observed 
that only 63.97% of pet parents agreed to always follow 
veterinary advice. Over 112 (82.35%) respondents always 
vaccinated their pets regularly. When the respondents were 
asked about their discussions on zoonotic diseases with 
veterinarians, it was revealed that 53.67% of people never 
had any discussion with veterinarians about zoonotic 
diseases. There was no significant difference between the 
practices followed and the type of pet owned. A significant 

difference was only observed in practices related to routine 
hand washing and cleaning of utensils (p value= 0.039, 
0.038, respectively). Almost 73.52% veterinarians said 
that clients only follow the veterinary advice sometimes. 
More than 76.47% of vets claimed that they give out 
information about zoonotic diseases. About 33.82% of 
respondents accepted that no separate isolation area for 
infectious diseases is available at their place of practice. A 
majority of veterinary practitioners (89.70%) feel that 
there is a need for veterinarians to be trained on zoonotic 
diseases (Table 4). There were no statistically significant 
differences found between veterinarians who had different 
types of practices. Effective infection prevention and 
control practices (IPCs) are essential in human and 
veterinary medicine to reduce the risk of occupational 
diseases including occupational zoonoses. In our study, 
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

thcases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Featherstone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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and practices. The data were entered in Microsoft Excel 19 
for frequency and percentage analysis. The statistical 
analysis was done using SPSS software version 26. 
Pearson’s chi-square test and Fisher’s exact test were used 
to determine the significance between selected variables. A 
p-value <0.05 was considered to be statistically significant.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Respondent characteristics: Out of 200 pet parents, 136 
responded, 78 (57.35%) respondents were females and 58 
(42.63%) were males. The mean age of respondents was 
32-54 years. The majority of respondents (91.7%) were 
from an urban background. A total of 54.41% of respondents 
were graduates and 38.97% were postgraduates. The 
majority of the respondents owned dogs (70.58%), and 
only 15.44% owned cats. The remaining respondents owned 
animals like squirrels, fish, birds, etc. Globally, dogs and 
cats are highly preferred companion animals and in the 
USA, the total population of owned dogs and cats is over 
78.2 million and 86.4 million (Sandhu and Singh, 2014). 
Hence, it is necessary that pet parents and other people 
should be made aware of the risks of zoonotic diseases 
associated with dogs and cats. In the present study, a 
significant statistical association was not observed 
between the type of pets owned and the age or gender of the 
respondents (P >0.05). Also, no significant difference was 
found between the type of pet owned in relation to 
educational qualification, settlement, or gender. Out of 100 
veterinarians, 68 responded and their mean age was 28.5 
years. Most of them were also from an urban background 
(77.94%). Around 60.29% of veterinarians were 
postgraduates and 39.7% were graduates. About 48.52% 
of veterinarians were small animal practitioners and 
30.88% of veterinarians practiced both with small and 
large animals. A significant difference was found between 

the gender and type of practice of veterinarians (P  0.001). 

There was also a significant difference between the 
settlement and type of practice (P = 0.032).

Knowledge levels of zoonoses: The knowledge levels of 
136 pet parents are represented in Table 1. It was revealed 
that there was no statistically significant difference in the 
responses of respondents on the basis of the type of pets 
they owned. However, it was observed that 57.35% of 
respondents were unaware of the fact that diseases 
transmitted from animals are called zoonotic diseases. 
Over 64.70% of respondents had never heard of the word 
zoonosis. Awareness about rabies as a zoonotic disease 
was found to be fairly good. About 107 (78.67%) 
respondents knew about the zoonotic impacts of rabies and 
77.20% of respondents could not name any other zoonotic 
diseases except rabies. Brookes et al. (2019) surveyed 

Table 1.  Knowledge level of pet parents (N=136)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Yes (%) No (%) Unaware (%)

1. Diseases from animals can be transmitted to humans or vice-
versa.

  102 (75%) 34 (25%) -

2. Diseases acquired from animals are called zoonotic diseases.
  55 (40.44%) 3 (2.20%) 78 (57.35%)

3. Have you ever heard of the word zoonosis?
  48 (35.29%) 88 (64.70%) -

4. About 60% human diseases are transmitted from animals.
  28 (20.58%) 19 (13.97%) 89 (65.44%)

5. Dogs and cats can transmit their pathogens to humans directly.
  59 (43.38%) 19 (13.97%) 58 (42.64%)

6. Indirect transmission of pathogens from pets to humans 
through parasites is possible.

  72 (52.94%) 9 (6.61%) 55 (40.44%)

7. Rabies is a zoonotic disease transmitted from dogs and cats.
  107(78.67%) 3(2.20%) 26 (19.11%)

8. Do you know of any zoonotic diseases other than rabies?
  31 (22.79%) 105 (77.20%) -

9. A veterinarian is consulted for the treatment of zoonotic diseases.
  108 (79.41%) 7 (5.14%) 21 (15.44%)*

10. Your pet is dewormed regularly against ecto-and endo-parasites.
  118 (86.76%) 18 (13.23%) -

11. Ticks, mites, fleas and lice may be present on the skin of your pets.
  88 (64.70%) 48 (35.29%) -

12. Some bacteria present in the nails of your pets can be zoonotic.
  40 (29.41%) 6 (4.41%) 90 (66.17%)

13. Feaces of dogs and cats can harbour various parasites potentially 
harmful to humans.

  83 (61.02%) 8 (5.88%) 45 (33.08%)

14. Have you or any of your family members been a victim of animal 
bite and scratches?

  90 (66.17%) 46 (33.82%) -

15. My veterinarian has informed me about the zoonotic diseases 
of pets.

  39 (28.67%) 97 (71.32%) -

16. Do you agree that knowledge of zoonoses is important and pet 
owners should be made aware of it?

  130 (95.58%) 6 (4.41%) -

* The response option was sometimes instead of unaware

Table 2. Awareness about risk factors associated with pet 
zoonoses in pet parents (N=136)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Agree (%) Disagree (%) Unaware (%)

1. Pet associated zoonotic diseases are mostly transferred through 
bite and scratches.

  90 (66.17%) 8 (5.88%) 38 (27.94%)

2. People may acquire pet associated zoonotic infections through 
direct contact of the skin or mucus membranes with animals.

  70 (51.47%) 16 (11.76%) 50 (36.76%)

3. Presence of parasites on pets can be potentially dangerous to 
them and humans.

  113 (83.08%) 3 (2.20%) 20 (14.70%)

4. Immunocompromised people and people who have undergone 
recent surgery should avoid contact with pets for certain period.

  78   (57.35%) 16 (11.76%) 42 (30.88%)

5. Aged people, children and immunocompromised people are at 
increased risk of zoonoses.

  64 (47.05%) 12 (8.82%) 60 (44.11%)

6. Lack of knowledge may pose a risk of acquiring zoonoses.
  114  (83.82%) 5 (3.67%) 17 (12.5%)

7. Sharing of same environment by human and pets may increase 
the risk of zoonotic diseases.

  46 (33.82%) 45 (33.08%) 45 (33.08%)

8. Licking, kissing and sleeping with pets may be potentially risky.
  51 (37.5%) 53 (38.97%) 32 (23.52%)

9. There is no need of regular vaccination and deworming of pets.
  6 (4.41%) 124 (91.17%) 6 (4.41%)

10. Contact with other animals like stray dogs/ cats can increase 
the risk of catching diseases including zoonoses.

  101 (74.26%) 10 (7.35%) 25 (18.38%)

11. Pet hygiene is very important.
  131 (96.32%) 1 (0.73%) 4 (2.94%)

12. One must prohibit pet access to kitchen and foods intended for 
human consumption.

  103 (75.73%) 30 (22.05%) 3 (2.20%)

13. One must keep dogs and cats indoors and prevent them from 
hunting, garbage eating, etc.

  90 (66.17%) 32 (23.52%) 14 (10.29%)

farmers in Punjab following a rabies outbreak regarding 
their sources of information. It was concluded that primary 
sources of rabies information were either friends or 
neighbors, or were not available. Altogether, 71.32% of 
respondents of the current study acknowledged that their 
veterinarian did not discuss with them about risks of 
zoonotic diseases associated with pets. In the study of Stull 
and colleagues (2013), 18.25% of respondents said that 
they receive their information from the internet which is 
close to 19.85% of respondents of our data. It is thus clear 
that veterinarians’ involvement in spreading awareness 
about zoonotic diseases of pets is limited and a proactive 
approach from veterinarians is expected. The knowledge 
level of veterinarians in terms of zoonoses was adequate.

Awareness of risk factors associated with pet zoonoses: 
The awareness of risk factors associated with pet zoonoses 
of pet parents and veterinarians was analyzed on the basis 
of frequency and percentage as well as on the basis of the 
chi-square test and fisher’s exact test. The results for the 
same are demonstrated in tables 2 and 3. Around 5.88% of 
respondents disagreed with the fact that diseases could be 
transferred through bites and scratches of animals. Further, 
27.94% of respondents accepted that they were unaware of 
the above fact. About 8.82% of respondents disagreed that 
children and immunocompromised people are at a higher 
risk of getting contracted zoonotic diseases and 44.11% of 
respondents answered that they are unaware. About 
38.97% of respondents disagreed that kissing pets can pose 
any danger and 23.52% of respondents were unaware. 
When these percentages are combined together, it can be 
realized that 62.49% of respondents are lacking 
information about the zoonotic disease risk factors. After a 
detailed analysis of the risk factors, it was established that 
there were no significant statistical differences observed in 
the awareness of pet parents based on the type of pet that 
they owned. However, it was observed that many pet 
parents were unaware of the risks that could entail with pet 
ownership. A study from Sydney, Australia observed that 
over 64.5% of people were not worried about contracting 
any diseases from their pet animals (Steele and Mor, 
2015). The present findings are important in the context of 
risk factors that aggravate the chances of acquiring 
infections from household pets as inadequate knowledge 
of risk factors was observed in pet parents. In a study 
performed among medical practitioners in Tanzania, it was 
concluded that the knowledge of zoonotic diseases of 
medical practitioners was also inadequate (John et al., 
2008). The majority of the veterinarians (86.76%) agreed 
that contact with animal saliva, urine, other body fluids, 
and inhalation of infectious aerosols or droplets can be 
very risky. Only 63.23% of veterinarians agreed that a lack 
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of dental hygiene of pets can lead to human diseases. There 
were no significant differences found between the responses 
of veterinarians based on the type of their practice.

Practices associated with pet zoonoses: It was observed 
that only 63.97% of pet parents agreed to always follow 
veterinary advice. Over 112 (82.35%) respondents always 
vaccinated their pets regularly. When the respondents were 
asked about their discussions on zoonotic diseases with 
veterinarians, it was revealed that 53.67% of people never 
had any discussion with veterinarians about zoonotic 
diseases. There was no significant difference between the 
practices followed and the type of pet owned. A significant 

difference was only observed in practices related to routine 
hand washing and cleaning of utensils (p value= 0.039, 
0.038, respectively). Almost 73.52% veterinarians said 
that clients only follow the veterinary advice sometimes. 
More than 76.47% of vets claimed that they give out 
information about zoonotic diseases. About 33.82% of 
respondents accepted that no separate isolation area for 
infectious diseases is available at their place of practice. A 
majority of veterinary practitioners (89.70%) feel that 
there is a need for veterinarians to be trained on zoonotic 
diseases (Table 4). There were no statistically significant 
differences found between veterinarians who had different 
types of practices. Effective infection prevention and 
control practices (IPCs) are essential in human and 
veterinary medicine to reduce the risk of occupational 
diseases including occupational zoonoses. In our study, 
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trus synchronizathod that synchronizes ovulations is 
named briefly as “Ovsynch” (Pursley et al., 1995). The 
study was aimed to evaluate the efficacy of different 
methods of estrus sync
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

thcases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Featherstone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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Table 3. Awareness of risk factors of veterinarians (N=68)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Agree (%) Disagree (%) Unaware (%)

1. People may acquire pet associated zoonotic infections through 
direct contact of the skin or mucus membranes with animals.

  63 (92.64%) 1 (1.47%) 4 (5.88%)

2. Contact with animal saliva or urine and other body fluids or 
secretions, ingestion of animal fecal material inhalation of 
infectious aerosols or droplets in not risky.

  7 (10.29%) 59 (86.76%) 2 (2.94%)

3. Presence of parasites on pets is risky and they can bite humans.
  62 (91.17%) 3 (4.41%) 3 (4.41%)

4. Bacteria from dogs’ and cats’ nails can be transferred to humans 
via scratching.

  57 (83.82%) 9 (13.23%) 2 (2.94%)

5. Scabies is contagious and spreads quickly through physical 
contact in families, schools, nursing homes, etc.

  60 (88.23%) 4 (5.88%) 4 (5.88%)

6. Lack of proper dental hygiene in animals may lead to diseases 
in both animals and humans.

  43 (63.23%) 16 (23.52%) 9 (13.23%)

7. Children, elderly people and immunocompromised people are 
at a decreased risk of zoonoses.

  17 (25%) 49 (72.05%) 2 (2.94%)

8. A pediatrician treating a child who has a puppy will not suspect 
a zoonotic disease to start off with.

  32 (47.05%) 23 (33.82%) 13 (19.11%)

9. Sharing of same environment by humans and pets may increase 
risk of zoonotic diseases.

  54 (79.41%) 12 (17.64%) 2 (2.94%)

10. Precautions should not be taken while handling fecal and urine 
samples.

  28 (41.17%) 39 (57.35%) 1 (1.47%)

11. Regular deworming of humans should be done, especially the 
ones with pets.

  65 (95.58%) 1 (1.47%) 2 (2.94%)

Table 4. Practices of veterinarians (N=68)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Always or Sometimes Never or
  Yes (%) (%) No (%)

1. Pet owners follow veterinary advice diligently.
  11 (16.17%) 50 (73.52%) 7 (10.29%)

2 Vaccination and deworming is regularly done.
  27 (39.70%) 37 (54.41%) 4 (5.88%)

3 Washing and cleaning of contact surfaces due to pet faces and 
urine is done in clinics.

  56 (82.35%) 10 (14.70%) 2 (2.94%)

4 I give out information about zoonotic diseases to my clients.
  52 (76.47%) 12 (17.64%) 4 (5.88%)

5 I have treated animals with notifiable diseases and informed 
the higher authorities.*

  24 (35.29%)  -  44 (64.70%)

6 I change gloves after treating every patient.
  42 (61.76%) 21 (30.88%) 5 (7.35%)

7 The treatment table is sanitized after every patient.
  55 (80.88%) 8 (11.76%) 5 (7.35%)

8 A separate isolation area for treatment of infectious diseases is 
available at my place of work.*

  45 (66.17%) -  23 (33.82%)

9 A separate dining area is present at my place of work.*
  49 (72.05%) -  19 (27.94%)

10 Training sessions are held for the work team explaining them 
about the prevention of zoonotic diseases.

  20 (29.41%) 24 (35.29%) 24 (35.29%)

11 Knowledge and skills are upgraded and updated by attending 
trainings, webinars, seminars, etc on a regular basis.

  42 (61.76%) 21 (30.88%) 5 (7.35%)

12 Clients sometimes miss their vaccination doses.
  6 (8.82%) 59 (86.76%) 3 (4.41%)

13 Sterilisation of instruments is done before using them.
  57 (83.82%) 8 (11.76%) 3 (4.41%)

14 Snap tests for various zoonotic diseases like rabies, leptospirosis, 
etc is available at my veterinary clinic.*

  35 (51.47%) - 33 (48.52%)

15 There is a provision of diagnostic facilities for infectious diseases 
at my place of work.*

  30 (44.11%) -  38 (55.88%)

16 Infectious abortion outbreaks should be reported.
  54 (79.41%) 11 (16.17%) 3 (4.41%)

17 Any contact of aborted materials with bare hands is avoided.
  63 (92.64%) 0 5 (7.35%)

18 Acaricides and other chemicals are sprayed on the body of pets 
using face masks and goggles.

  35 (51.47%) 20 (29.41%) 13 (19.11%)

19 Pet owners are counseled regarding zoonotic diseases regularly.
  38 (55.88%) 25 (36.76%) 5 (7.35%)

20 I advise pet owners regularly about how to keep their animals 
clean and diseases-free.

  56 (82.35%) 7 (10.29%) 5 (7.35%)

21 Being a veterinarian, do you feel that there is a need for you to 
be trained on zoonotic diseases? **

  61 (89.70%) 6 (8.82%) 1 (1.47%)

* The statement options are Yes and No.
**The statement options are Yes, Maybe, and No.

some of the statements were also used in the survey which 
will give an idea about practices followed by veterinarians 
in order to prevent the risk of occupational zoonoses. 
Zoonotic disease risk perception of British veterinarians 
was analyzed and it was observed that the majority of the 
respondents (57.5%) were not concerned about the risk of 
zoonoses. It was further demonstrated that IPCs are not 
always followed by veterinarians (Robin et al., 2017).

CONCLUSION

 Pet animals are treated as members of the family. 
Unfortunately, pets are known to harbor at least 70 
different zoonotic pathogens. Irrespective of gender, age, 
and education, knowledge levels of pet parents on pet-
associated zoonoses is low. Veterinarians are mostly aware 
of the risk of zoonotic diseases but their infection control 
practices are insufficient. To prevent household risks of 
pet-associated zoonoses, pet owners should be made aware 
of the risk of zoonoses and preventive practices.
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

thcases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 

HV-134-23_finalized for press

11

Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Featherstone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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Table 3. Awareness of risk factors of veterinarians (N=68)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Agree (%) Disagree (%) Unaware (%)

1. People may acquire pet associated zoonotic infections through 
direct contact of the skin or mucus membranes with animals.

  63 (92.64%) 1 (1.47%) 4 (5.88%)

2. Contact with animal saliva or urine and other body fluids or 
secretions, ingestion of animal fecal material inhalation of 
infectious aerosols or droplets in not risky.

  7 (10.29%) 59 (86.76%) 2 (2.94%)

3. Presence of parasites on pets is risky and they can bite humans.
  62 (91.17%) 3 (4.41%) 3 (4.41%)

4. Bacteria from dogs’ and cats’ nails can be transferred to humans 
via scratching.

  57 (83.82%) 9 (13.23%) 2 (2.94%)

5. Scabies is contagious and spreads quickly through physical 
contact in families, schools, nursing homes, etc.

  60 (88.23%) 4 (5.88%) 4 (5.88%)

6. Lack of proper dental hygiene in animals may lead to diseases 
in both animals and humans.

  43 (63.23%) 16 (23.52%) 9 (13.23%)

7. Children, elderly people and immunocompromised people are 
at a decreased risk of zoonoses.

  17 (25%) 49 (72.05%) 2 (2.94%)

8. A pediatrician treating a child who has a puppy will not suspect 
a zoonotic disease to start off with.

  32 (47.05%) 23 (33.82%) 13 (19.11%)

9. Sharing of same environment by humans and pets may increase 
risk of zoonotic diseases.

  54 (79.41%) 12 (17.64%) 2 (2.94%)

10. Precautions should not be taken while handling fecal and urine 
samples.

  28 (41.17%) 39 (57.35%) 1 (1.47%)

11. Regular deworming of humans should be done, especially the 
ones with pets.

  65 (95.58%) 1 (1.47%) 2 (2.94%)

Table 4. Practices of veterinarians (N=68)

Sr. No. Statement Response

  Always or Sometimes Never or
  Yes (%) (%) No (%)

1. Pet owners follow veterinary advice diligently.
  11 (16.17%) 50 (73.52%) 7 (10.29%)

2 Vaccination and deworming is regularly done.
  27 (39.70%) 37 (54.41%) 4 (5.88%)

3 Washing and cleaning of contact surfaces due to pet faces and 
urine is done in clinics.

  56 (82.35%) 10 (14.70%) 2 (2.94%)

4 I give out information about zoonotic diseases to my clients.
  52 (76.47%) 12 (17.64%) 4 (5.88%)

5 I have treated animals with notifiable diseases and informed 
the higher authorities.*

  24 (35.29%)  -  44 (64.70%)

6 I change gloves after treating every patient.
  42 (61.76%) 21 (30.88%) 5 (7.35%)

7 The treatment table is sanitized after every patient.
  55 (80.88%) 8 (11.76%) 5 (7.35%)

8 A separate isolation area for treatment of infectious diseases is 
available at my place of work.*

  45 (66.17%) -  23 (33.82%)

9 A separate dining area is present at my place of work.*
  49 (72.05%) -  19 (27.94%)

10 Training sessions are held for the work team explaining them 
about the prevention of zoonotic diseases.

  20 (29.41%) 24 (35.29%) 24 (35.29%)

11 Knowledge and skills are upgraded and updated by attending 
trainings, webinars, seminars, etc on a regular basis.

  42 (61.76%) 21 (30.88%) 5 (7.35%)

12 Clients sometimes miss their vaccination doses.
  6 (8.82%) 59 (86.76%) 3 (4.41%)

13 Sterilisation of instruments is done before using them.
  57 (83.82%) 8 (11.76%) 3 (4.41%)

14 Snap tests for various zoonotic diseases like rabies, leptospirosis, 
etc is available at my veterinary clinic.*

  35 (51.47%) - 33 (48.52%)

15 There is a provision of diagnostic facilities for infectious diseases 
at my place of work.*

  30 (44.11%) -  38 (55.88%)

16 Infectious abortion outbreaks should be reported.
  54 (79.41%) 11 (16.17%) 3 (4.41%)

17 Any contact of aborted materials with bare hands is avoided.
  63 (92.64%) 0 5 (7.35%)

18 Acaricides and other chemicals are sprayed on the body of pets 
using face masks and goggles.

  35 (51.47%) 20 (29.41%) 13 (19.11%)

19 Pet owners are counseled regarding zoonotic diseases regularly.
  38 (55.88%) 25 (36.76%) 5 (7.35%)

20 I advise pet owners regularly about how to keep their animals 
clean and diseases-free.

  56 (82.35%) 7 (10.29%) 5 (7.35%)

21 Being a veterinarian, do you feel that there is a need for you to 
be trained on zoonotic diseases? **

  61 (89.70%) 6 (8.82%) 1 (1.47%)

* The statement options are Yes and No.
**The statement options are Yes, Maybe, and No.

some of the statements were also used in the survey which 
will give an idea about practices followed by veterinarians 
in order to prevent the risk of occupational zoonoses. 
Zoonotic disease risk perception of British veterinarians 
was analyzed and it was observed that the majority of the 
respondents (57.5%) were not concerned about the risk of 
zoonoses. It was further demonstrated that IPCs are not 
always followed by veterinarians (Robin et al., 2017).

CONCLUSION

 Pet animals are treated as members of the family. 
Unfortunately, pets are known to harbor at least 70 
different zoonotic pathogens. Irrespective of gender, age, 
and education, knowledge levels of pet parents on pet-
associated zoonoses is low. Veterinarians are mostly aware 
of the risk of zoonotic diseases but their infection control 
practices are insufficient. To prevent household risks of 
pet-associated zoonoses, pet owners should be made aware 
of the risk of zoonoses and preventive practices.
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Fig. 1. Dead male foal with fetal membrane after delivery
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 In tropical countries like India ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, especially bovine theleriosis, babesiosis and 
anaplasmosis, can cause sudden death of severely infected 
animals. The cattle tick Rhipicephalus (Boophilus) 
microplus is a significant vector of these deadly diseases 
(Ghosh et al., 2015). The most common method for 
controlling tick infestation is to treat the host with synthetic 
acaricides like Arsenic trioxide, organochlorines, 
organophosphates, carbamates, amidines, pyrethroids and 
ivermectins etc.  which kill the associated larvae, nymphs, 
and adults. Although this has limitations due to wide 
spread environmental pollution, increased risk of 
insecticide residue, quick development of resistance and 
parasite reoccurrence (Picinin et al., 2017).

 It has been reported that the topical treatment of 
animals with herbal acaricidal formulations is safe and less 
toxic as compared to synthetic agents (Chen et al., 2019). 
In response to the insecticides residue problems, many 
researchers attempted to develop bioint, acaricidal, and 
larvicidal and which in particular acts against Rhipicephalus 
microplus (Martins, 2006). The main objective of the 
present study was to observe the effect of Citronella oil on 
tick infested cattle on the basis of improvement in 
haemato-biochemical attributes, management of clinical 
manifestations and reduction in tick count.al Dairy Farm 
for providing infrastructure and necessary facilities to 
conduct the research.
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 Perianal region of the dog is frequently affected with 
three types of glandular tumours; apocrine gland tumour of 
anal sacs, circumanal, perianal or hepatoid tumours and 
anal gland tumours. The incidence of perianal adenoma is 
about 9-18% of all skin tumors and accounts for the third 
most prevalent tumour in male dogs (Bray, 2011).  The 
most commonly affected breeds are Cocker Spaniel, 
Pekingese, Beagle, Siberian husky, Bulldog and Samoyed 
(Turek and Withrow, 2007). There can be reduction in re-
occurence up to 95% of adenomas and hyperplasia cases 
after castration at the time of surgical excision (Brodzki et 
al., 2021). The present study reports the occurrence of 
perianal adenoma in intact Rottweiler and non-descript 
dog and their surgical management.

 An eight years old non-descript intact male dog 
weighing 8 kg and a five years old intact Rottweiler dog, 
weighing 22 kg were brought with history of growth in the 
perianal region since last five months and two months, 
respectively. The dogs had the history of constant straining, 
licking and scooting in the perineal region. The mass was 
reported to have increased gradually from initial peanut 
size. On clinical examination, the dogs were apparently 
healthy with slightly pale mucous membrane but all vital 
parameters were within normal range. Hematology revealed 
relative neutrophillia and anemia. Palpation of perianal 
growth in Rottweiler revealed sessile, circumscribed mass 
of 2 cm in diameter (Fig. 1A) whereas in non-descript it 
was firm in consistency, encapsulated and round mass of 
7cm in diameter (Fig. 1B) on the lateral side of the anus. 
Chest radiography was negative for metastasis.

 The dogs were anaesthetized with balanced 
anaesthetic protocol with pre-medication using atropine @ 

SUMMARY

 An eight and five years old intact male dogs presented with the history of straining, licking and scooting in the perianal region since five and 
two month, respectively. Clinical examination revealed a circumscribed mass of 2 cm diameter in the Rottweiler dog and 7 cm in the non-descript dog 
in the perianal region. Haemato-biochemical parameters showed relative neutrophillia and anemia whereas survey radiography of lateral thorax 
revealed no metastasis. Surgical resection of the mass was done under general anesthesia. Histopathology revealed the growths as perianal adenoma. 
There was no reocurrence on three months follow up in both the dogs.
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0.04 mg/kg IM and Midazolam @ 0.2 mg/kg IM. Induction 
was done with propofol @ 4 mg/kg IV. Maintenance of 
anaesthesia was done with Isoflurane @ 1-2% with oxygen 
with flow rate of 50 ml/kg. The surgical site was prepared 
aseptically and an anal plug was placed to prevent intra-
operative contamination. A circular incision was made 
around the tumor mass and fascia was separated in both the 
cases. Tumorous masses were resected and blood vessels 
were ligated using polyglactin 910 no. 1-0 (Fig. 2). Skin 
was opposed with interrupted horizontal mattress followed 
by pre-scrotal castration.

 Resected masses were sent for histoptathology which 
revealed it to be a hepatoid gland tumor or perianal adenoma. 
There was presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords 
pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic 
cells were polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular 
nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic 
cytoplasm. Single cell layer thickened basloid cells were 
present in the periphery. These cords are separated by 
interlobular stroma, with abundant inflammatory cells and 
congested blood vessels (Fig. 3A-C).

 Post-operative medication with broad spectrum 
antibiotic and analgesic was done for five days in both the 

thcases. Sutures were removed on 14  day. Both the dogs 
showed uneventfully recovery. A three month post-operative 
follow up revealed no reocurrence in both the cases.

 Hepatoid gland tumor/Perianal adenoma is slow-
growing benign tumour that develops from sebaceous 
gland cells in the perianal region. Petterino et al. (2004) 
stated that testosterone stimulates the tumorous cells. 
Castration was done to prevent the reocurrence in both the 
cases. The size of the mass may shrink after one or two 
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Fig. 1. Photograph showing small (A) and large (B) round growth/mass in perianal region

Fig. 2. Photograph showing surgical excision of round mass

Fig. 3. Photomicrograph showing presence of neoplastic cells arranged in cords pattern which resembled like hepatocytes. The neoplastic cells were 
polyhedral and centrally located ovoid, vesicular nucleus, centrally placed nucleoli and eosinophilic cytoplasm.

months of castration due to low level of testosterone 
making its removal easy (Hayes and Wilson, 2008). The 
growth might appear as single, numerous masses, diffuse, 
relatively flat sheets of sebaceous tumour cells, or any 
combination of these (Shelley, 2002). Although benign 
lesions are rarely adherent to surrounding structures, they 
may ulcerate and become infected (Jakab et al., 2009). 
Faecal incontinence may be seen postoperatively if tumour 
occupies more than half of circumference of anal sphincter 
(Goldschmidt and Shofer, 2004). No such complication 
was seen in both of the operated cases in the present study 
till three months of follow up. The tumours could be 
removed using cryotherapy if size is small (Liska and 
Withrow, 1978). Hepatoid adenoma and epithelioma can 
also be removed effectively using electro-chemotherapy 
with an overall success rate of 93.9% (Tozon et al., 2010). 

Perianal adenomas have excellent prognosis if surgically 
removed, however, their malignant equivalent has a worse 
prognosis due to problems with local reocurrence and 

possible metastasis (Morris and Dobson, 2001).
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 Saliva is the first biological medium to confront 
external materials that are taken into the body as food. 
Thus, it serves as the first line of oral defence (Elewa et al., 
2010). These secretions have an important role in 
moistening the food stuffs, lubricating the upper digestive 
tube and protecting the lining cells of the mucosa against 
the injury. It also controls the bacterial flora by secreting 
lysozymes (Featherstone,  2000)  and contains 
lactoperoxidase and Immunoglobulin-A which serve as a 
salivary antimicrobial system (Cunningham, 2002). 
Saliva, which is so important, is secreted from major and 
minor salivary glands. The smaller of these glands situated 
within the oral mucous membrane and were grouped as 
minor salivary glands. These are named according to their 
location, as lingual, labial, buccal and palatine glands 
located in the tongue, lips, cheek and palate, respectively 
(Arthur et al., 1999). This wide distribution of the minor 
salivary glands is advantageous for the protection of the 
oral cavity against pathogens (Sannes et al., 2002). The 
saliva was conveyed to the oral cavity through the 
excretory ducts. The literature revealed that most of the 
research work was confined to major salivary glands 
however, there is no detailed information available on 
minor salivary glands, and pig in particular. Hence, the 
goal of the present study was to describe the detailed 

topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands of pig.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

 The present study was undertaken on ten healthy 
adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads 
were procured from local slaughter house immediately 
after decapitation and then fixed in ten per cent formalin 
solution. After four to five days of fixation, the dissection 
was performed with the aim to study the gross anatomical 
localization and distribution of buccal, labial, lingual and 
palatine glands of pig.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Buccal glands: The buccal glands in pig were observed in 
the cheek region and they were arranged in two rows viz., 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
light yellowish in colour and located along the alveolar 
border of maxilla and was extended up to the angle of the 
mouth (Fig. 1). Laterally, it was covered by buccinator, 
masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and skin of that 
region while medially, the gland was blended with the 
buccal mucosa. It had a rostral part and a caudal part. The 
rostral part was located in front of transverse facial artery, 
vein and dorsal buccal nerve. The glandular tissue was in 
the form of oval lobes of half an inch in diameter and each 
lobe had its own duct. The ventral buccal gland was a 
distinct yellow coloured compact mass and was located on 

ABSTRACT

 The present study was aimed at elucidating the topographic anatomy of minor salivary glands viz., buccal, labial, lingual and palatine of ten 
healthy adult pigs of local mixed breed of either sex. The heads were procured from local slaughter house immediately after decapitation and then 
fixed in ten per cent formalin solution to study the gross anatomical localization and distribution of glands. The buccal glands were found in the cheek 
region and were arranged in two rows as dorsal and ventral groups. The light yellowish coloured dorsal buccal gland was located along the maxillary-
alveolar border and extended up to the angle of the mouth. It was covered laterally by buccinator, masseter and zygomatic muscles, fascia and skin of 
that region while medially, the gland was blended with the buccal mucosa. The ventral buccal gland was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal 
ramus of mandible, dorsal to ventral buccal nerve and ventral to buccinator nerve and inferior labial vein and covered superficially by inferior part of 
buccinator and depressor mandibularis muscles. The labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips and 
were placed under the skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the angle of mouth. The lingual glands were situated in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of 
body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. The tissues for the palatine glands were collected from the ridged portion of the hard palate 
and also from the oropharyngeal region of soft palate.
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Fig. 1. Photograph of dissected head of pig showing the distribution of 
buccal and labial glands. (DBG: Dorsal buccal glands; VBG: 
Ventral buccal glands; SLG: Superior labial glands; ILG: 
Inferior labial glands; CLG: Commissural labial glands)

Fig. 2. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
lingual glands. (R: Root of tongue; Arrow: Circumvallate 
papillae; *: Different regions of body of tongue)

Fig. 3. Photograph of oral cavity of pig showing the distribution of 
palatine glands. (S: Soft palate; *: Different regions of hard palate)

surface of body of tongue and vicinity of the circumvallate 
papillae. The palatine glands were absent in ridged portion 
of hard palate and present at the oropharyngeal region of 
the soft palate.
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(2017) in mole rat (Spalax leucodon).

Palatine glands: The tissues for the study of palatine 
glands were collected from the hard palate (rostral, middle 
and caudal portions) and also from oropharyngeal region 
of the soft palate (Fig. 3). Similar findings were reported 
by Eurell and Frappier (2006) which showed the presence 
of branched tubuloacinar mucous glands in the caudal part 
of the hard palate in domestic animals except in the pigs. 
The palatine glands were earlier reported by Abbas et al. 
(2020) histologically, which showed that the mucous 
glands were embedded in the submucosal layer of the soft 
palate in cat. However, Nabipour (2011) stated that the 
palatine glands of camel were located in the caudal part of 
the hard palate and in the entire length of the soft palate and 
the palatine gland was most numerous at the apex of the 
soft palate. On the other hand, Mohamed (2020) reported 
that the sero-mucoid glands were present in the rostral and 
caudal parts of the hard palate, as well as in the soft palate 
of domestic animals.

CONCLUSION

 It was concluded that the buccal glands in pigs were 
found in the cheek region and were arranged in two rows as 
dorsal and ventral groups. The dorsal buccal gland was 
situated along the maxillary-alveolar border and extended 
up to the angle of the mouth and was covered laterally by 
buccinator, masseter, zygomatic muscles, and fascia and 
skin of that region while medially, the gland was blended 
with the buccal mucosa whereas, the ventral buccal gland 
was located on the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of 
mandible, between ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and 
buccinator nerve (ventrally) and inferior labial vein. The 
labial glands were distributed in the superior, inferior and 
commissural portions of the lips and were placed under the 
skin rostral to the insertion of the zygomaticus muscle. The 
lingual glands were placed at the root of tongue, dorsal 

the lateral aspect of horizontal ramus of mandible, between 
ventral buccal nerve (dorsally) and buccinator nerve 
(ventrally) and the inferior labial vein (Fig. 1). It was 
covered superficially by inferior part of buccinator and 
depressor mandibularis muscles. The ducts of the buccal 
glands opened between the non-papillary parts of the 
buccal wall. These findings were in agreement with the 
observations of Narasimhan et al. (2000) in goat. However, 
it was in contrary to the findings of Habel (2002) that 
described the buccal glands in cattle were arranged as 
dorsal and ventral groups with a few scattered lobes 
forming an intermediate layer. The dorsal row extended on 
the maxilla, major part under the cover of the masseter 
muscle and few lobules under buccinator muscle up to the 
angle of the mouth. The ventral groups were brown in 
colour and present on the mandible under the depressor 
mandibular muscle. Intermediate group placed under the 
buccinator and extended backwards from the angle of the 
mouth. On the other hand, Bradley (2004) noticed that in 
the dog that the buccal glands were arranged in two rows.

 The buccal glands were present as a series of 
glandular structures which were divided into dorsal and 
ventral groups in sheep. The former was situated at the 
maxillary alveolar border along the buccinator and was 
covered superficially by the cutaneous fascia and zygomatic 
muscle. It was arranged as thin rostral part across which 
transverse facial artery, vein and dorsal buccal nerve pass 
and a thick caudal part with compact lobulated tissue in the 
angle b/w the maxillary tuberosity and buccinator vein 
under the cover of masseter muscle. The ventral buccal 
gland located on the mandible under the cover of the 
depressor mandibular muscle was elongated and thin. The 
ducts of the dorsal and ventral buccal glands opened 
between the papillae within the vestibule of the mouth 
(May, 2004). However, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) reported 
that the buccal glands in ox were arranged in three rows. 
Dorsal row consisted of yellowish lobules which extended 
from the angle of the mouth between zygomaticus and the 
buccinator to the maxillary tuberosity. The middle row 
consisted of scattered yellowish lobules and was placed 
mostly on the deep face of the buccinator. The ventral row 
occurred as brownish lobules arranged from the angle of 
the mouth to a short distance under the masseter. These 
findings were in fully agreement with those of Saxena and 
Gupta (2007) which reported that the buccal glands of goat 
were arranged in dorsal, middle and ventral rows. The 
zygomatic gland in dog represented the posterior 
condensation of unilobulated dorsal buccal glands of other 
mammals (Miller, 2009). However, Getty (2012) observed 
that the buccal glands of horse were arranged in two rows, 
the superior row was placed on the outer surface of the 

buccinator, while the inferior ones in the submucous tissue 
at the lower border of the buccinator. The buccal glands of 
sheep were arranged in three rows i.e., dorsal, middle and 
ventral as reported by Singh et al., 2011.

Labial glands: The labial glands of pig were distributed in 
the superior, inferior and commissural portions of the lips. 
The commissural labial glands were found distributed 
around the commissure of the lips on either side (Fig. 1). 
The labial glands were placed under the skin rostral to the 
insertion of the zygomaticus muscle embedded in the 
orbicularis oris muscle. These glands extended between 
the superior labial artery and inferior labial vein along the 
angle of mouth. Similarly, Ayyangar and Alur (2007) 
described the presence of labial glands in ox between the 
mucous membrane and the muscles of the lip. Their ducts 
opened in the mucous membrane. The superior labial 
glands of sheep were distributed in two zones viz. external 
and rostral (nasolabial) zones. The labial gland of external 
zone continued rostrally from the commissural labial 
glands distributed under the skin and orbicularis oris 
muscle over the mucosa. The rostral zone of superior labial 
gland was comprised of globular aggregations of the 
glandular lobes, which were wider at the philtrum but 
narrower towards the commissure. The inferior labial 
glands were the continuation of the commissural labial 
glands into the inferior labium between the mucosa and 
orbicularis oris muscle internally and the skin externally. 
Bevelander (2000) found small serous and mucous 
glandular structures in the lips of humans and their 
secretions passed through short ducts into vestibule. The 
labial glands of goat were grouped as commissural, 
superior and inferior glands as reported by Saxena and 
Gupta (2007). In sheep, the labial glands were present as 
commissural, dorsal and ventral labial glands (Singh et al., 
2014) which are in accordance with the present findings.

Lingual glands: The lingual glands of pig were observed 
in the root of tongue, dorsal surface of body of tongue and 
vicinity of the circumvallate papillae. However, the glands 
were absent in the tip region. These findings were in fully 
agreement with the findings of Bourne (1993) in goat, 
which reported the presence of lingual glands in the deeper 
portion of the corium of the tongue and among its muscle 
bundles. Their ducts opened on its epithelial surface 
between papillae. These glands were not abundant at the 
base of the organ and found along its margin extending up 
to the tip. Ebner’s glands were present below the 
circumvallate papillae. The presence of lingual glands 
were reported histologically by Prakash and Rao (2000) in 
Indian buffalo, Kadhim et al. (2014) in the black francolin, 
Javad et al. (2016) in the Persian squirrel and Kuru et al. 
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 This article earlier available at https://www.luvas.edu.in/haryana-veterinarian/download/ 

harvet2016-dec/1.pdf entitled “Occurrence of some organochlorine pesticide residues in poultry 

feed and meat” has been retracted by the authors because of some error made during the data 

analysis process of the experimental observations due to counting the number of samples showing 

the concentration of pesticide below its corresponding Limit of Detection. All authors take full 

responsibility for this mistake and sincerely apologize for any inconvenience it may cause.
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